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Course information

Number of credits: 6 credits
Contact hours: 30 hours
Hours taught per week: 3 hours

Teaching period: Spring Semester 2027

Course description

This course introduces key notions and concepts in geopolitics and international relations
with a view to providing students with a better understanding of the many challenges facing
today’s world. The main objective is to help students understand and assess the most
pressing issues in national and global politics while in engaging in several case studies. A

special attention is also devoted to strategic discourse in international relations.

Course outline

Class 1: Introduction (key terms and notions)

Class 2: Geopolitics and the world (Ocean/ water/ Navy/ Outer space geopolitics)




Class 3: Geopolitics and the world (Cyberspace - Universities - Museums - Media — Sports)
Class 4: Historical approach (Bipolar to unipolar world — globalization)

Class 5: Current Situation (China vs. USA - UK, Australia, Canada, South Africa)

Class 6: mid-terms (short essay)

Class 7: Sport Diplomacy

Class 8: Strategic Narratives and communication

Class 9: prep Exam (case study)

Class 10: Exam

Prerequisites

None, apart from keen interest in international relations

Course objectives

e Get a better understanding of today’s main geopolitical issues
e Discuss current geopolitical challenges
e Engage in critical thinking over International Relations

Assessment

60% final exam (in class, dossier and class presentation)

40% mid-terms, work in class (case study, short essay)

Attendance

In order to participate, students must be present. Nevertheless, a maximum of 2 (two)
unexcused absences will be allowed; otherwise, no mark will be given.
An unexcused absence at a test (final test or continuous assessment) means no credits for
the course.
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