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Course information

Number of credits: 6 credits
Contact hours: 30 hours
Hours taught per week: 2.5 hours

Teaching period: fall semester 2022

Course description:

This course will pair up nine French speculative thinkers and nine French artists starting with
the 16™ century, ending with the 21%. The pairs will be: Montaigne - Jacques Callot; Descartes
- Claude Lorrain; Pascal - Philippe de Champaigne; Voltaire - Francois Boucher; Rousseau -

Jacques Louis David; Baudelaire - Eugene Delacroix; Proudhon - Gustave Courbet; Simone

A



de Beauvoir - Niki de Saint Phalle; Latour- Miguel Chevalier. The students will come away
with a panoramic view of French thought and painting over five centuries. The thinkers (30-
50 pages for each thinker) will be read in English translation and will be available on Moodle.
For each class, a group of students will do a presentation of an art work by the week’s artist

(selected by the professor).
The schedule of thinkers and artists is:

Montaigne - Jacques Callot

Descartes - Claude Lorrain

Pascal - Philippe de Champaigne

\oltaire - Frangois Boucher

Rousseau - Jacques Louis David
Baudelaire - Eugene Delacroix

Proudhon - Gustave Courbet;

Simone de Beauvoir - Niki de Saint Phalle

Latour - Miguel Chevalier.

Prerequisites:
None

Course objectives:

1) to familiarize the students with major thinkers in French history.

2) to familiarize the students with major artists in French history

3) to invite students to compare philosophical and artistic work of the same period and
thereby refine their understanding of the period and of French culture in general.

4) to improve the students’ skills in analyzing and presenting art works

Assessment:

15%: group art work presentation

10%: First Moodle Quiz

15%: Second Moodle Quiz

60% : final in class written exam (short questions and composition)
-short questions (thinkers and artists)
-quote identification (thinkers)

-essay




Attendance:

In order to participate, students must be present. Nevertheless, a maximum of 2 (two)
unexcused absences will be allowed; otherwise no mark will be given.
An unexcused absence at a test (final test or continuous assessment) means no credits for the
course.
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